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“The Crystal Kingdom – Part I” 

 

TEASER 

 

TWILIGHT SPARKLE is talking to herself as she frantically darts about the library 

gathering books, quills, paper and other items.  As she darts back and forth in front 

of him, a calm SPIKE is telling her that she has nothing to worry about, “It’s just a 

test.” Twilight SCREECHES to a halt, dropping a stack of books.  “Just a test? Just a 

test?!” Spike shrinks as Twilight leans in close.  “Princess Celestia wants to give me 

some kind of exam to find out how my studies are progressing and you’re trying to 

tell me not to worry because – ‘it’s just a test?!’ Spike offers up a nervous, “Yes?”  

Twilight lets out an exasperated groan then resumes darting about.  We WIDEN TO 

REVEAL: RARITY, APPLEJACK, FLUTTERSHY, and RAINBOW DASH are also in the 

room observing Twilight’s manic behavior. Applejack: “I’d say she’s handling things 

pretty well, considerin’.” Twilight trips over a stack of books and lands with a thud.  

She lets out another exasperated groan as we… END TEASER 

 

ACT I 

 

PRINCESS CELESTIA meets with PRINCESS LUNA in the throne room.  They speak in 

hushed tones.  Princess Luna tells her sister that perhaps it would be better if she 

were to take on such an important task.  “The kingdom is too important to the future 

of Equestria,” she adds. Princess Celestia informs Luna that “she” is also important 

to the future of Equestria. “If she succeeds, we’ll know that she is that much closer to 

being ready,” she adds cryptically.  Their conversation is interrupted by a quiet 

“ahem”. They turn to see Twilight standing in the doorway.   

 

Princess Celestia dismisses her sister and invites Twilight to enter.  “You wanted to 

see me?” Twilight says, “To give me a test?”  Twilight uses her magic to open a bag 

beside her.  She shows the Princess that she’s brought her own ink and quill and 

plenty of paper to show her answers.   

 

Princess Celestia smiles and uses her magic to place the items back into Twilight’s 

bag.  She informs Twilight that it is a different kind of test – one that requires a 

history lesson first.  Twilight listens intently as Princess Celestia begins to tell her 

about the CRYSTAL KINGDOM.  Once a beautiful place filled with magic and light, it 

served as a beacon of hope for all of Equestria.  

 

As Princess Cadence speaks, she uses her magic to project images of the Crystal 

Kingdom and the sparkling CRYSTAL PONIES that resided there.  The sky above the 

kingdom shimmers and shines - Equestria’s version of the Aurora Borealis.   

 

Princess Celestia explains that the Crystal Kingdom fell to an evil queen – the 

CHANGELING QUEEN and her MINIONS descend upon the Crystal Kingdom and it is 

TRANSFORMED into a dark and terrifying place; its citizens turn into dull, gray 

shells of their former glittering selves. 
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Twilight asks Princess Celestia about the Changeling Queen.  Is this the same queen 

who tried to control her brother Shining Armor?  Twilight uses her magic to project 

an image of Shining Armor in a daze.  The same queen that tried to take her sister-

in-law’s place at her wedding? A swish of her horn erases the image of Shining 

Armor and replaces it with an image of the Changeling Queen as Princess Cadence.  

“The same Queen whose plot to take over Equestria only you were wise enough to 

figure out in time,” Princess Celestia adds proudly, using her own magic to show 

Twilight angrily staring down the Changeling Queen as she turns from Princess 

Cadence back into her true form.  

 

Princess Celestia explains that because Princess Cadence was able to eject the 

Changeling Queen from Equestria, she has been selected to take the Changeling 

Queen’s place as ruler of the Crystal Kingdom.  But she needs help restoring it to its 

former glory.  Should the Crystal Kingdom and its citizens not be returned to their 

original form, the Kingdom will be susceptible to not just another attack by the 

Changeling Queen, but by any evil being who wishes to bring harm to Equestria.  

Restoring the Crystal Kingdom with Princess Cadence -- that will be Twilight’s test.  

 

Twilight vows to help her former fillysitter to the best of her abilities.  Princess 

Celestia tells her that she does not need to go alone to the Crystal Kingdom.  

Applejack, Rarity, Rainbow Dash, Fluttershy and Spike can go with her and give her 

assistance along the way.  But in the end, it must be Twilight who ultimately helps 

Princess Celestia return the light of the Crystal Kingdom to the night sky.  Princess 

Celestia tells Twilight that she should leave as soon as possible.  Her friends are 

already waiting for her at the train station.  As Twilight turns to go, Princess Celestia 

tells her that there is one more thing Twilight needs to know.  Should Twilight fail 

this test, she can no longer continue being Princess Celestia’s student.  This 

information hits Twilight like a ton of bricks.  Princess Celestia assures her that she 

has every confidence that Twilight will pass. 

 

MUSIC UP as Twilight exits the castle.  As she makes her way to the train station, she 

begins to SING a SONG reflecting her POV about the “test” Princess Celestia is giving 

her.  She wasn’t prepared for something like this.  She was expecting something 

different.  A display of all the spells she’s learned– she shows off a few.  A pop quiz 

on the accomplishments of Starswirl the Bearded–  she rattles them off at lightening 

speed.  An oral exam on all the lessons she’s learned about friendship – she recaps 

some of the lessons from our previous seasons.  But helping transform an entire 

Kingdom? That was a surprise. “But if this is how I’m to be tested -- to this challenge 

I will rise.” 

 

The MUSIC FADES as Twilight arrives at the TRAIN STATION to find Spike and her 

friends eagerly awaiting her arrival.  They are clearly oblivious as to why they are 

there.  “Didja pass?” Applejack asks. “Are we going to celebrate your awesomeness 

with Princess Celestia?” Pinkie Pie inquires. “Not quite,” replies Twilight.  “We’re 

going to the Crystal Kingdom,” she adds.  Off her friends confused looks we END ACT 

I.  
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ACT II      

 

Twilight, Spike, and the Ponyville Ponies reach the end of the line on the train.  They 

disembark to find themselves in a desolate, icy wasteland.  Twilight clearly has her 

work cut out for her.  The friends begin the difficult trek across the unforgiving 

terrain.  But as they come around an icy mountain they are shocked and amazed to 

find the most beautiful place they have ever seen – the Crystal Kingdom -- a 

veritable Shangri-La in the midst of the frozen tundra.  A shining CRYSTAL CASTLE 

serves as its centerpiece.  Twilight is confused.  Sure looks like Princess Cadence has 

everything under control. 

 

But when the Ponyville Ponies enter the Crystal Kingdom, they notice that the 

ponies that reside there do not shine as bright as the kingdom itself.  They are a dull 

gray and hold their heads low. Twilight and her friends meet up with Princess 

Cadence and find out that despite her best efforts, Princess Cadence has not been 

able to return her subjects to their true Crystal Pony form.  Princess Cadence 

attributes this to the fact that the ponies of her new kingdom have been oppressed 

for so long that even her magic isn’t enough to fully open their hearts. 

 

But there is hope. Cadence has learned that prior to the Changeling Queen’s arrival, 

there was an annual Crystal Faire.  It was one of the most important traditions of the 

Crystal Ponies and its dissolution by the Queen was her first act of cruelty.  Princess 

Cadence hopes that if she can recreate this event for her subjects, joy will return to 

their hearts and they will become Crystal Ponies again.  Alas, she knows very little 

about the Crystal Faire and what it entails.  “A research paper!” Twilight says, 

excitedly.  Collecting information about the Crystal Faire and delivering it to 

Princess Cadence is clearly the first part of her test.  “I love research papers!” she 

exclaims with a little too much excitement.  “Yeah.  Who doesn’t?” Rainbow Dash 

replies sarcastically. 

 

Twilight, Applejack, Rarity, Fluttershy, Rainbow Dash and Spike venture out into the 

kingdom in search of information about the Crystal Faire.  Twilight reminds them 

that Princess Celestia told her that her friends may offer assistance, but it is Twilight 

who must ultimately be the one to help Princess Cadence transform the kingdom.  

They’ll split up and see what they can learn from the citizens of the kingdom, then 

regroup and Twilight will put together all that they’ve learned to present it to the 

Princess.  Once they have all the information, it will probably become clearer what 

exactly Twilight must do on her own.   

 

But extracting information from the locals proves to be more than a little difficult. 

Rainbow Dash’s in-your-face approach to questioning sends them running.  Rarity 

keeps getting distracted by daydreams of her own transformation into a gorgeous 

Crystal Pony.  Fluttershy is too shy to even approach anyone. The locals seem to 

believe Pinkie Pie is some sort of spy sent by the Changeling Queen herself.  “Don’t 

you see we’re trying to help you?!” an exasperated Rainbow Dash asks a cowering 

pony.  Only Applejack’s gentle, down-home approach seems to elicit the tiniest of 

clues. 
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Applejack, Rarity, Fluttershy, Rainbow Dash, and Pinkie Pie meet up with Twilight 

later with not much to show for their efforts.  They apologize to Twilight for letting 

her down.  

Pinkie Pie doesn’t understand why the locals seem so reluctant to talk about the 

Crystal Faire.  “The Changeling Queen may be gone, but her former subjects remain 

suspicious and afraid,” Twilight tells her friends.   “Yeah. All I could get out of one of 

‘em was something about a library,” Applejack adds.  Twilight lights up.  “They have 

a library?!  Well, why didn’t you say so?!” SMASH CUT TO: 

 

The CRYSTAL KINGDOM LIBRARY -- or what is left of it.  Though its walls have been 

returned to crystal as a result of Princess Cadence’s magic, its interior still reflects 

the havoc that the Changeling Queen wreaked upon it.  But Twilight is certain that 

something must remain that can help them find the answers they seek about the 

Crystal Faire.  The Ponyville Ponies begin searching through the rubble.  “That 

Changeling Queen sure didn’t like books,” Applejack comments.  “She didn’t like 

things that might remind her subjects of who they were before she took over,” 

Twilight responds. 

 

Suddenly Twilight lets out a cry.  Spike and the other ponies rush to her side and 

discover that she wasn’t crying out in fear, but in excitement.   She’s found a book 

buried in the rubble. It is tattered and torn. But flipping through it, Twilight has 

found that it contains details about the Crystal Faire.  “Bingo!” Twilight says.  

“Bingo? All this time I’ve been looking for books and you’ve been playing Bingo?” 

Pinkie Pie pouts.   

 

ACT III 

 

Spike accompanies Twilight to meet with Princess Cadence to present her findings.  

According to the book, the Crystal Faire was truly a celebration of the Crystal 

Kingdom and its citizens.  Twilight is certain that bringing it back will indeed bring 

joy to Princess Cadence’s new subjects.  Princess Cadence agrees, but adds that they 

must move quickly.  She’s noticed that the magic she has been using to transform 

the kingdom’s landscape seems to be fading.  It is as if her subjects’ sadness is slowly 

sapping her of her strength.   She gestures out into the kingdom.  Sure enough, the 

borders of the Crystal Kingdom are starting to flicker and lose their luster.  

 

Twilight tells Princess Cadence not to worry.  Armed with the knowledge she has 

gained from the book, she is certain she can put together the Crystal Faire.  And do 

so quickly.  As Twilight and Spike depart, Spike reminds Twilight that she, and she 

alone, is supposed to ultimately help Princes Cadence restore the kingdom.  What 

does that mean she is meant to do?  She obviously can’t put on the Crystal Faire all 

by herself.   

 

Twilight tells Spike she isn’t sure.  The answer will surely present itself at some 

point.  At least she hopes it will.  But right now, she’s got to get everypony moving on 

getting the Faire together.  With Princess Cadence’s magic slowly fading, they have 
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no time to lose. 

 

MUSIC UP as Twilight, Rarity, Rainbow Dash, Pinkie Pie, Applejack, and Spike make 

preparations for the Crystal Faire.  They SING about their various roles as Twilight 

references the damaged book and advises them on what needs to be done so that 

the Crystal Faire will be 100% authentic.  Rainbow Dash gets to work on a jousting 

arena.  Rarity sews fabulous tents with the colors of the Crystal Kingdom flag.  

Fluttershy coaxes a strange bird-like creature out of its cave.  Pinkie Pie struggles to 

learn how to play a traditional Crystal Kingdom musical instrument.  Applejack 

forages for indigenous fruits and berries to serve.  The Crystal Faire comes together 

and we see that it looks like a ponified version of a Renaissance Faire as we END 

SONG.   

 

As the ponies congratulate one another on a job well done, Rarity notices that there 

is a pedestal in the center of the Faire and asks Twilight what it is for.  Twilight 

doesn’t know. The book only said that there should be a pedestal so she’s put one 

there.  There isn’t time for further discussion as Twilight notes that parts of the 

Crystal Kingdom are starting to flicker even more than before.  They need to start 

the Crystal Faire right away. 

 

Pinkie Pie plays the traditional Crystal Kingdom instrument and Twilight announces 

that the citizens of the kingdom are hereby invited to attend the Crystal Faire.  

Curious ponies gradually exit their homes and make their way to the fairgrounds.  

They still seem nervous, but as they approach, they begin commenting on the fact 

that the Faire appears to be the real thing.  Their coats seem to brighten a little bit as 

they see the traditional elements of the Faire represented. 

 

As the Crystal Kingdom ponies approach, Twilight offers to help Princess Cadence 

open the gates to the Faire.  Perhaps carrying out this simple act with the Princess is 

all she needs to do.  Twilight and Princess Cadence welcome the Crystal Kingdom 

citizens and use their magic to open the gates.  Twilight notes the slightly 

shimmering coats of the Crystal Kingdom citizens.  “I think it’s working,” she tells 

Spike excitedly.    

 

But as the Crystal Ponies file into the fair, Twilight overhears them talking about 

something -- a Crystal Heart.  They can’t believe it’s been recovered. “How were they 

able to retrieve it?” one asks. “Do you think it is still as powerful?” asks another. “Do 

you think it will glow as brightly as it once did?” asks her companion.  “Guess we’re 

going to find out when the Princess uses her magic on it,” adds another.  “I want to 

see it right away,” adds still another. “Me too.  Where’s the pedestal?” asks her 

companion. 

 

Twilight goes ashen.  A powerful Crystal Heart?  When the Princess performs her 

magic on it?  Twilight rushes up to Princess Cadence.  “I’ve made a mistake,” she tells 

the Princess.  She informs Cadence that she has left out an important element of the 

Crystal Faire, perhaps the most important part of all.  If Princess Cadence is unable 

to produce the Crystal Heart for her subjects after she has seemingly promised it to 
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them, they will think that she has raised their hopes only to crush them.  They will 

think she is as duplicitous as the Changeling Queen.  The mere thought of this pains 

Princess Cadence, causing her magic to fade even more.  Twilight looks around to 

see the landscape at the edge of the kingdom flickering, and then turning black.  The 

darkness begins to spread as we… 

 

END PART I 

 

“The Crystal Kingdom – Part II” 

 

ACT IV 

 

A panicked Twilight rushes into the center of the fair, using her magic to snatch up a 

rock and a piece of fabric as she darts past some locals.  She places the rock upon the 

pedestal and the fabric over it to hide it from view just as a pair of Crystal Kingdom 

citizens approach.  She tells them that the Crystal Heart will be revealed later, trying 

to hide the nervousness in her voice.  They seem to accept this-- for the moment. 

 

Twilight gathers her friends and informs them that she has finally figured out what 

she and she alone must do to help Cadence restore the kingdom and pass Princess 

Celestia’s test.  She must retrieve the Crystal Heart so that Princess Cadence can use 

it to transform her subjects.  Unfortunately, she has no idea where the Crystal Heart 

is.  The book she’s been referencing for information on the Faire didn’t mention 

anything about a Crystal Heart, let alone where it might be located.   

 

Twilight uses her magic to flip through the book to see if there was something she 

missed.  And, indeed there was.  As she turns the pages, a piece of paper that has 

been folded and stuck inside falls to the ground.  Upon it is a picture of the Crystal 

Heart, though it is hard to see what it really looks like because of the message in 

black ink that has been scrawled across it.  Twilight reads the words aloud.  They 

inform the reader that the Crystal Heart is in the castle, and that no Crystal Pony 

shall ever see it again.   

 

Twilight tells her friends that she is going to go to the castle and find the Crystal 

Heart. They must keep the Crystal Kingdom citizens from figuring out that there is 

only a rock under the cloth on that pedestal until she returns.  The Ponyville Ponies 

vow to do their part.  One of them will always stand guard at the pedestal while the 

others keep the Faire-goers focused on the events of the Crystal Faire.  

 

As Twilight departs for the castle, she looks back to see Spike chasing after her.  She 

reminds him that she is meant to retrieve the Crystal Heart alone.  Spike promises 

he will only be there for moral support.  “I won’t lift a claw to help you,” he adds.  

Twilight agrees she could probably use a little moral support.  It is after all her 

entire future that hangs in the balance.   

 

With Spike now riding on her back, Twilight makes a mad dash into the Crystal 

Castle.  The Crystal Heart is hidden somewhere within its walls – but where?  Where 
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would the Changeling Queen have put it?  Twilight searches frantically.  It has to be 

here somewhere. Then it hits her.  When the Changeling Queen took power she 

turned the Crystal Castle into her own dark and evil home.  Princess Cadence used 

her magic to transform it back.  Twilight will never find the Crystal Heart within the 

walls of the castle as it appears now; she needs it to look the way it did when the 

Changeling Queen resided here.   

 

Spike looks on in amazement as Twilight lowers her horn and uses her magic to 

return the interior of the castle to the state it was in prior to Princess Cadence’s 

arrival.  It’s beautiful, colorful interior transforms into menacing shards of black 

crystal.   “Whoa, when did you learn to do that?” Spike asks.  As they resume their 

search, Twilight explains that she thought she was going to need to know some 

pretty advanced spells for the test she assumed she was taking in Canterlot.  This 

was one of the ones she learned.  

 

With Spike right behind her, Twilight enters the Changeling Queen’s throne room.  

There amid the black crystals on the throne is a bright pink Crystal Heart!  Twilight 

rushes over to it, elated.  The Changeling Queen clearly thought she would always be 

the one to reside in the castle and that no Crystal Pony would ever have access to 

the throne room, hence her hiding it in plain sight.   

 

But as Twilight uses her magic to remove the Crystal Heart from the throne, the 

floor beneath her begins to shift.  The pink Crystal Heart turns black and Twilight 

and Spike are just barely able to dive out of the way as the ground beneath them 

splits to reveal a dark staircase.   

 

“Stay here,” Twilight commands Spike.  “If you insist,” Spike answers as Twilight 

descends the steps and arrives in… Canterlot. 

 

ACT V 

 

Twilight looks around, confused.  How is this possible?  How can she be in 

Canterlot?  She hears a voice and turns around to see Princess Celestia.  “What are 

you doing here?” Princess Celestia asks, an angry tone to her voice.  “I told you that 

you were no longer my student.  So why are you still here?” Celestia asks.  Now 

Twilight is really confused.  “But the test isn’t over.  The Crystal Heart--” she insists.  

“The test is over,” Celestia tells Twilight, “You failed.”  Twilight is stunned.  

 

“But what do I do now?” Twilight asks.  “I don’t know,” Princess Celestia answers. 

“What do ponies do when the thing that is most important to them is taken away?” 

she asks.  “Perhaps you should ask the Crystal Ponies,” she adds.  Princess Celestia 

departs, leaving Twilight all alone.  The sky around her goes dark.  MUSIC UP as 

Twilight, surrounded by dark, swirling skies begins to sing a SONG.  In it she 

expresses her devastation at no longer being Princess Celestia’s student.  Where will 

she go? What will she do?  This is all she’s ever wanted and now it is gone.  Just as 

she launches into the final verse---  
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BAM! Twilight is struck by something.  She hits the ground with a THUD.  She shakes 

herself off to find Spike sprawled out on top of her.  “Spike?”  Spike dusts himself off 

as Twilight slowly gets back on her feet.  “I know you told me to stay up there, but 

you were standing in front of that mirror for a really long time,” Spike tells her.  

“What mirror?” Twilight asks.  Spike gestures to a mirror at the bottom of the 

stairwell.  Twilight turns to look at it but Spike jumps in front of her to block her 

view.  “You probably shouldn’t look at it again,” Spike suggests.   

 

Twilight explains that she saw her future in the mirror.  The one in which she fails 

Princess Celestia’s test.  She isn’t going to let that future come to pass.  She’s going to 

get the Crystal Heart and remain Princess Celestia’s pupil.  Spike tells her she’d 

better hurry.  She lost precious time staring into that mirror.  

 

Meanwhile, back at the Crystal Faire, the Ponyville Ponies are doing their best to 

keep the Crystal Kingdom ponies focused on the events of the Crystal Faire and 

away from the pedestal and the non-existent Crystal Heart.  But it is getting 

increasingly difficult.    

Applejack is starting to feel a little sick from challenging so many ponies to pie 

eating contests.  Fluttershy doesn’t think she can handle another jousting session 

with Rainbow Dash.  And no one seems to want to take Rarity up on a make-over.  

“Even I’m having a hard time keeping this party going,” a jester-costume wearing 

Pinkie Pie laments as she juggles.  The Ponyville Ponies are planning their next 

move when they suddenly realize that no one is standing guard by the pedestal.  

They are about to rush over to it when they hear a voice proclaiming, “It’s nothing 

but a rock!” The Ponyville Ponies react with alarm as we CUT TO: 

 

The castle -- where Twilight and Spike have reached another stairwell.  This one 

goes up.  “I’m going with you this time, “ Spike tells Twilight as he follows her up the 

stairs.  As they climb, they start to see something glowing in the distance.  Twilight 

quickens her pace.  She reaches the top of the stairs and finds that she is in a room at 

the top of a Tower.  There are windows on all sides.  Through them we can see the 

Crystal Kingdom, now flickering and fading at an alarming rate.   But it is what is at 

the far end of the room that catches Twillight’s eye… a glowing Crystal Heart!  

 

A winded Spike reaches the top of the staircase as an eager Twilight rushes over to 

retrieve the Crystal Heart.  She uses her magic to pick it up.  But as she turns to go, 

she hears a cracking sound.  Startled, she drops the Crystal Heart.  Suddenly, black 

crystal shards shoot up out of the floor and surround her, trapping her in a black 

crystal prison.   

 

Meanwhile, back at the Faire, the jig is up.  The Crystal Kingdom ponies have 

discovered that there is no Crystal Heart.  The Ponyville Ponies try to make the Fair-

goers believe that it will be there soon but no one believes them.  The Crystal 

Kingdom ponies turn on Princess Cadence, accusing her of the same treachery as 

their former Queen.  
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ACT VI 

 

Twilight remains trapped in the black crystal prison.  She looks around her for the 

Crystal Heart, and then realizes it isn’t in the cell with her.  Spike is holding it in his 

claws at the top of the stairwell.  Spike informs her that when the shards started 

shooting up, Twilight dropped the heart and it skidded toward him.  “There must be 

a way for you to get out of there,” Spike says frantically.  “You have to be the one 

who brings the Crystal Heart to Princess Cadence. If you don’t, you fail Celestia’s 

test,” he adds.  Twilight’s mind races.  “A spell.  I think I know… if I could just 

remember…” Twilight says as she paces in her cell.  Through the windows of the 

tower she can see that the Crystal Kingdom is growing as jagged and black as the 

cage in which Twilight is imprisoned.  Twilight pauses.  She suddenly relaxes.  She 

knows what to do.  

 

“You have to be the one to bring the Crystal Heart to the Princess,” Twilight tells 

Spike.  “What?!” Spike replies.  Twilight tells him that there might not be enough 

time for her to find a way to escape.  She isn’t going to risk the future of the Crystal 

Kingdom in an effort to save her own. “Go!” she commands.  

 

Back at the Crystal Faire, Applejack, Rarity, Rainbow Dash, and Fluttershy stand 

around Princess Cadence, trying to keep the increasingly agitated Crystal Kingdom 

ponies at bay.  “She’s just like the Changeling Queen!” the angry mob shouts, their 

coats growing even darker than they were before.  “She didn’t know about the 

heart,” Applejack counters.  “Then why is there a pedestal for it?” responds one of 

the ponies. “Why did you all trick us into thinking it was there?” adds another.  “This 

whole thing has just been a scam!” shouts another pony.  

 

Suddenly, Spike pushes his way through the crowd.  He steps in front of the Princess 

and shows her the Crystal Heart. The Ponyville Ponies share elated, then concerned 

looks.  Where is Twilight?  She has to be the one to help Princess Cadence or—Spike 

shakes his head.  It isn’t going to happen.  The crowd goes silent as Princess Cadence 

uses her magic to place the Crystal Heart upon the pedestal.  “The Changeling Queen 

took away all that was important to you.  Trust that I will make sure that every bit of 

it is returned,” she adds.  She lowers her horn and points it at the Crystal Heart.   

 

FLASH! There is an EXPLOSION of LIGHT from every facet of the Crystal Heart.  The 

faces of the Crystal Kingdom citizens transform from hatred to hope.  Another 

FLASH!  And the ponies are TRANSFORMED into their true Crystal Pony form.  

Rarity squeals with delight as she looks down to see that the magic is so strong that 

even the Ponyville Ponies glitter and glow.  The light reflects off of them and into the 

sky, creating the Aurora Borealis effect Princess Celestia told Twilight about.   

 

A SERIES OF SHOTS show citizens in all parts of Equestria looking up to see the light 

of the Crystal Kingdom reflected in the night sky.   

 

Inside the Castle Tower, the black crystal walls of Twilight’s prison shatter around 

her and she too glitters and glows.  She looks out to see the light reflecting off of the 
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now Crystal Ponies.  “Good job, Spike,” she says softly. 

 

Soon after, Twilight, free from her prison, joins her friends in the throne room of the 

Crystal Castle.  They have all returned to their normal states.  “Sadly our 

transformation was only temporary,” Rarity laments.  Spike tells her she’s still the 

prettiest pony he’s ever seen.  Twilight expresses her happiness that Spike was 

successful in getting the Crystal Heart to Princess Cadence and that the Crystal 

Kingdom can once again be the symbol of hope and light that it once was.  But there 

is a hint of sadness in her voice; her own future may not be so bright.  

 

Later, back in Canterlot, Twilight’s friends offer their comfort and support as she 

heads into the castle to meet with Princess Celestia.  “Chin up, kid,” Rainbow Dash 

tells her.  Twilight enters the throne room to find Princess Celestia staring out at the 

night sky and the light of the Crystal Kingdom in the distance.  “It’s beautiful,” 

Princess Celestia says.  “I wish it had been me who ultimately made it so,” Twilight 

replies, “But it wasn’t.  And I guess that means my studies are over,” she adds 

solemnly, lowering her head.  So much for keeping her chin up. 

 

Princess Celestia turns around to face Twilight. “On the contrary,” Princess Celestia 

counters.  “You have more than proven that your studies should, no, must continue,” 

she adds.  Twilight looks up, confused,  “But you said that I had to be the one who 

ultimately helped Princess Cadence restore the Crystal Kingdom.  I failed to follow 

your instructions.  How can I have passed the test?”   

 

Princess Celestia explains that Twilight proved she wasn’t willing to risk the future 

of others in an effort to guarantee her own.  Far better that she have a student who 

understands the meaning of self-sacrifice, than one who only looks out for her own 

best interests.  “You do want to continue to be my student, don’t you?” Princess 

Celestia asks.  “Yes! Yes! Yes!” Twilight answers.  Overjoyed, Twilight rushes out to 

her friends to share the good news.  They congratulate her on her success.  “I knew 

everything would be fine,” Spike says, unconvincingly. 

 

Back in the castle, Princess Celestia and Princess Luna meet up once again. “She has 

no idea what is in store for her, does she?” Princess Luna asks.  “Not a clue,” replies 

Princess Celestia.  And on this cryptic note we… 

 

END EPISODE 

 


